324              THE ROMANCE OF EMPIRE

a Maori because, after bargaining for some cloth, he made off
with it without giving up the native mat he had offered in
exchange. Captain Cook, in making a note of this occurrence,
gave his opinion that * the punishment was a little too severe
for the crime.' On reading of these incidents one is inclined to
feel that the crew of the Endeavour, as well as Captain Cook
himself, were not sufficiently careful in avoiding unnecessary
bloodshed, and that they paid too little regard to the value of
native life. On the whole, however, Captain Cook was in
advance of his age in this respect, and the unhappy incidents
related are counterbalanced by his general humanity and con-
sideration for the New Zealand people. Finding that they
had a scarcity of animal food, he left behind some pigs, goats,
and sheep. He also presented to some friendly chiefs a stock
of potatoes, and explained the way in which they should be
cultivated. The sheep seem to have disappeared, probably
being eaten as soon as Cook had sailed off, but the pigs and
goats increased in large numbers, their descendants becoming
wild breeds, different both in appearance and habits to the
domestic animals. The potatoes were carefully sown and tended,
and their first crop was afterwards consumed with great cere-
mony and rejoicing, while the blessings of the Maori gods were
invoked upon the white men who had brought the seed,

Towards the end of Cook's first voyage round the coast of
New Zealand he was able to establish more cordial relations
with the Maori tribes, whom he found to be a fine and dignified
people, warlike and proud, but generally trustworthy and
friendly when treated with respect. Among themselves they
seemed to be constantly fighting in a fierce intertribal warfare,
and they made no secret of the fact that they indulged in
cannibalism, believing that to eat the body of a hostile
warrior who had been killed in battle endowed them with all
the power he had possessed in life. They had also many
customs and superstitions of which they were exceedingly
. jealous* and the violation of which aroused their utmost indig-
nation and hatred. Many things and places, for instance,